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Today's Obituaries
Obiruares appear w0day on Page C4 for Jessica
Ann Frach Bath, Dorad H. Beacher, Marian C.
French, William H, Harris, Cameron N Keavany,
Benarando Marlinaz and Edwin L. “Jeep” Wik
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T&E Gare helping u

By BRENT GLASGOW
bglasgowidailiocal.com
Started

seven  years

a0 o assist those affect- that

ed by Hurricane Katrina,
T&E Care has become a
necessary  resource  for
underprivileged farilies
and individuals in Tredyl-
frin and Ensttown town-
ships

“While poverty is some-
what hidden in this com-
munity, there are
that are struggling” T&E
Care board member Bar
bara McConnell sad. “Our
purpose I8 1oty w help
people get back on their
feer"

In 2006, the group be-
gan by helping three New
Orleans  families  relo-
cate to the area. They ar-
ranged affordable lodging
at a local hotel, got their
kids into school and gave
them supplies, came up
with a car s provided
a general support struc-
ture. Two of the families
ended up staying, and
a permanent charitable

group was born.

‘It was an amazing pull.
ng together of the com-
munity to help people
they didnt know,
who were having 1o start
all over,” McConnell sakl
“T'he feeling that came out
of that was, This feels rp-
ally good,' and there aro so
any people here willing
to help, that it would've
beent a shame to shu it
down.”

Since receiving official
nonprofit status in 2000,
T&E Care has helped dog.
ens of families in a variety
of ways, The group func-
tons almost entirely o).
line, and in coordination
with churches, schools,
law enforcement and well
over 600 e-mall recipients,
recelves tips and requests
for assistance. That oan
Include help with e,
utility bills, food, fincling a
Job, college costs, medical
needs, clothing. household
goods, fumiture, legal adk
vice i more.

With  the economie
downtum, both need
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generosity increased.

"Since 2008 the de-
mands have gotten greal-
en” McConnell said. "We
womied that  donations
would shrink up as some
people faced their own
hardships, but that hasn't
been the case, The com-
munity contnues to step
up and help us with what-
ever we're working on.”

The upcorming armival of
winder brings T&E Care’s
most active season.

“It is a busy time due to
heating costs,” MeConnell
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saicd. "There are so many
Wwgent requests for help
with utilities. You don't
want people freezing in
thedr homes, and they do,
because food and medi-
cine can come before heat,
and you have to make your
cholces, We don't want
anyone (o be in that situa-
thon."
In addition 1o its ser-
vice-by-roquest the
winter, T&E Care provides
Thanksgiving meals for
those who need it, and has
a holiday gin drive,

One of T&E Care's
mast suceessful efforts s
its backpack-stufling pro-
gram. With the help of vol-
undeers and the T&E Kids
Care club at Conestoga
High School, a total of 18]
backpacks filled with sup-
plies were given o area
children this fall, up from
40in its first vear,

‘Is crazy, but  with
SO many people helping,
we're done in about three
hours,"  McConnell  said
“Then the bags are taken
0 the schools for parents
Lo pick up, and for thase
that don't have cars, we
dediver”

Along with monetaey
donations and gift cards.
fully functional vehiclos
are an open-ended reqguest
aLT&E Care,

“Finding a good job and
keeping a good job relles
on - transportation. o un.
Jess you're looking for a
Job right on the wain Mne
here, you really need a
can” McConnell said, "So
many don't have them, so
were asking that i any.

nderprivileged families, Individuals

one's ever at i point where
they're getting a new car, if
they can, instead of trad-
ng in the old one, we'd ask
that they consider giving it
o us.”

While T&E Care has re-
ceived a few grants, viitu-
ally all of its funding comes
from donations and fun-
draisers. Its biggest event
is ks Fall Festival this
year titled *Rockin’ It For
T&E Care,” which s Now:
10 at St, David's Golf Club
In Wayne. The fundraiser
will feature live musie and
dancing, appetizers, a buf-
fet dinner, open bar and 2
silent auction,

“This is our fifth year
for the Fall Fest, and it's
our largest source of in-
come each vear," McCon-
nell said.

For more information
on Fall Fest and T&E Care,
log on to www lecares.ong,
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